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SUBJECT: PL 480 TITLE I - WHEAT 

1. EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES ARE INVESTIGATING "IRREGULARITIES" 
CONCERNING IMPORTATION OF VACUVATORS RENTED TO SOME SHIPS 
CARRYING PL 480 WHEAT TO ALEXANDRIA. IN QUESTION ARE 

18 MACHINES OWNED BY ADMIRALTY CORP OF NYC THAT WERE 
INITIALLY BROUGHT TO ALEX STARTING IN JANUARY 1974 BY 
STRICTLY COMMERCIAL WHEAT CARRIERS. MACHINES PASSED 
FROM SHIP TO SHIP (REPORTEDLY UP TO 10 TRANSFERS) 

BEFORE BEING HIRED FOR VANTAGE HORIZON ON ITS MAIDEN 
VOYAGE FOR CURRENT SERIES OF PL 480 WHEAT SHIPMENTS TO 
EGYPT IN DECEMBER 1974. HALF OF THESE MACHINES 
SUBSEQUENTLY RENTED TO PL 480 CARRIER ESSO HALIFAX (WHICH 
DOCKED 22 MARCH) AND HALF TO ANOTHER SHIP WHICH IS NOT 
PL 480 RELATED. 

2. GOE CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES CLAIM THAT THESE 18 MACHINES 
WERE NOT PROPERLY IMPORTED AS REQUIRED BY LOCAL REGULATION. 
AND THEREFORE SHOULD BE IMPOUNDED PENDING FULL INVESTI- 
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WEEK WITH GOE OFFICIALS CONCERNED, HAVE MAINTAINED THAT 
DISCHARGE OF PL 480 WHEAT SHIPMENTS SHOULD NOT BE DELAYED 
BECAUSE OF STILL UNRESOLVED INVESTIGATION. ACCORDINGLY, 
AGREEMENT REACHED 23 MARCH WHEREBY ADMIRALTY REP NOW 
IN ALEX (GERALD ROSS) ASSUMED OBLIGATION FOR ANY 
CUSTOMS OR OTHER FEES FOR WHICH HIS FIRM MAY BE 
RESPONSIBLE IN RETURN FOR INTERIM USE OF MACHINES SO 
THAT HE MAY FULFILL HIS EXISTING CONTRACTS. 

3. RELATED TO USE OF THESE VACUVATORS IS INCLINATION 
OF SOME LOCAL OFFICIALS TO DATE SHIPS "CONDITION 
OF READINESS" FROMTIME VACUVATORS ON BOARD AND NOT 
FROM TIME SHIPS REPORT TO HARBORMASTER ON ARRIVAL 
ALEX HARBOR. SUCH A PROCEDURE WOULD HAVE SERIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR SHIP OWNERS. ESSO HALIFAX, FOR 
EXAMPLE, WOULD STAND TO "LOSE" 10 DAYS WAITING TIME 
IN ANCHOR THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE COUNT TOWARD DUMURRAGE. 
SIGNED CHASE. 
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